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Abstract: This research aims to analyze the optimization of local-oriented Islamic jurisprudence
(figh) education to improve higher-order thinking skills (HOTS) in Madrasah. The main problem
addressed is how integrating local contexts into figh education can enhance students' cognitive
abilities. The research employs a qualitative case study approach involving subjects such as the
Head of the Madrasah, Deputy Head of the Madrasah, subject teachers, and students. Data
collection techniques include observation, interviews, and documentation, while data analysis
involves data reduction, data presentation, and concluding. The findings reveal that optimizing
local-oriented figh education involves several vital indicators: integration of local context,
interactive learning, collaborative problem-solving, and critical literacy development. Students can
better understand the material by incorporating the local context into figh learning and develop
analytical, evaluative, and problem-solving skills. This locally-based learning approach also
increases active student participation and makes learning more meaningful. The conclusions
highlight the important implications of this research for curriculum development and teaching
strategies at Madrasah Aliyah. Specifically, it underscores the need to enhance students' HOTS
through approaches relevant to their environment. The research instruments—observation,
interviews, and documentation—were essential in gathering comprehensive data to support these
findings.
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Abstrak: Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk menganalisis optimalisasi pendidikan fikih berorientasi
lokal untuk meningkatkan keterampilan berpikir tingkat tinggi (HOTS) di Madrasah. Masalah
utama yang dibahas adalah bagaimana mengintegrasikan konteks lokal ke dalam pendidikan fikih
dapat meningkatkan kemampuan kognitif siswa. Penelitian ini menggunakan pendekatan studi
kasus kualitatif dengan melibatkan subjek seperti Kepala Madrasah, Wakil Kepala Madrasah, guru
mata pelajaran, dan siswa. Teknik pengumpulan data meliputi observasi, wawancara, dan
dokumentasi, sedangkan analisis data meliputi reduksi data, penyajian data, dan penarikan
kesimpulan. Temuan penelitian mengungkapkan bahwa optimalisasi pendidikan fikih berorientasi
lokal melibatkan beberapa indikator penting: integrasi konteks lokal, pembelajaran interaktif,
pemecahan masalah kolaboratif, dan pengembangan literasi kritis. Siswa dapat lebih memahami
materi dengan memasukkan konteks lokal ke dalam pembelajaran fikih dan mengembangkan
keterampilan analitis, evaluatif, dan pemecahan masalah. Pendekatan pembelajaran berbasis lokal
ini juga meningkatkan partisipasi siswa secara aktif dan membuat pembelajaran lebih bermakna.
Kesimpulan menyoroti implikasi penting dari penelitian ini untuk pengembangan kurikulum dan
strategi pengajaran di Madrasah Aliyah. Secara khusus, hal ini menggarisbawahi perlunya
meningkatkan HOTS siswa melalui pendekatan yang relevan dengan lingkungan mereka.
Instrumen penelitian—observasi, wawancara, dan dokumentasi—sangat penting dalam
mengumpulkan data yang komprehensif untuk mendukung temuan ini.

Kata Kunci: wawasan lokal, keterampilan berpikir tingkat tinggi, partisipasi aktif siswa
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INTRODUCTION
Optimizing figh education with a local perspective enriches students' understanding of
religious teachings and hones high-level thinking skills such as analysis, synthesis, and

evaluation (Moslimany, Otaibi, and Shaikh 2024). This is due to integrating local values into
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Optimizing Figh Education with A Local Insight To Improve Higher-Order Thinking Skills ...

the figh education curriculum. At Madrasah Aliyah Darul Qur'an, students are encouraged to
discuss and solve problems related to local customs and traditions connected to the teachings
of figh, thereby enhancing their analytical and evaluative skills (Uyuni 2024). Utilizing a
more relevant and familiar local context allows students to develop better analytical,
evaluative, and creative skills in understanding and applying Islamic jurisprudence concepts
(Rusli and Nurdin 2022).. Thus, optimizing figh education with a regional perspective is an
effective strategy for achieving more holistic and contextual educational goals in madrasah.

The integration of high-level thinking skills in education is a crucial component for
developing critical and analytical abilities in students. In the context of figh education,
incorporating local perspectives makes the learning process more relatable and enhances
students' cognitive skills. The challenge lies in systematically integrating these local values
into the curriculum to maximize educational outcomes.

Previous research has highlighted the benefits of integrating high-level thinking skills
through various educational models (Mou 2024) and explained that the Creative problem-
solving learning model increases students' motivation, interest, and enjoyment in the learning
process. Kwangmuang et al. (2021) showed that a 7-step learning formula for Ushul Figh
(Islamic legal theory) effectively enhances students' thinking abilities to the Higher Order
Thinking Skills (HOTS) level. Nowlan et al. (2023) discussed the trend of implementing
HOTS in Islamic religious education in Indonesia, including the efforts of teachers and
experts in innovating HOTS-based learning processes and assessments. Michalsky (2024)
developed a mathematics assessment instrument that integrates the Islamic context and
measures students' HOTS. Yong, Chemmangattuvalappil, and Foo (2024) found that the
scientific approach in the 2013 curriculum was more effective in improving students' high-
level thinking skills in figh subjects.

The novelty of this research lies in the innovative approach that integrates local insights
into Islamic jurisprudence education to improve higher-order thinking Skills (HOTS) in
madrasah. This research has not been widely applied in a systematic and structured manner,
so this research offers a new perspective in developing the figh curriculum (Wibowo and
Rizal 2023). By utilizing local wisdom, this research not only enriches learning content but
also introduces methods that are more relevant and contextual for students (Ahmed et al.
2020; Mawangir 2022; Sanjani 2024). This is expected to create a more interactive and
dynamic learning environment, which in turn can improve students' analytical, evaluative
and creative abilities in understanding and applying figh principles by combining rich local
knowledge with the figh concepts taught in madrasah.

The aim of this research is how to optimize figh education with a local perspective that
is effective in increasing higher-order thinking Skills (HOTS) in madrasah. This research

seeks to explore how integrating local wisdom in the figh curriculum can enrich students'
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learning experiences so that they can develop better analytical, evaluation and creative skills
(Ansori et al. 2023). This research argues that the integration of local insights into Islamic
jurisprudence education will not only improve students' critical and creative thinking abilities
but also foster their appreciation of the richness of Islamic culture and values (Susilawati et
al. 2023). This research also emphasizes the importance of innovation in learning methods to
answer the challenges of modern education and prepare students to become knowledgeable
and competent individuals.

METHOD

This research employs a qualitative case study approach to deeply understand the
optimization of local-oriented figh education and its effectiveness in improving higher-order
thinking Skills (HOTS) in madrasah. The research site is Madrasah Aliyah Darul Qur'an
Bumiharjo-Glenmore-Banyuwangi. Participants were selected using a purposive sampling
technique based on specific considerations and objectives. The study involves nine
participants: the Madrasah Principal, Deputy Madrasah Principal, subject teachers, and
students. The informants have diverse occupational, educational, and gender backgrounds,
ensuring a comprehensive perspective on the research theme.

Data collection techniques use observation. Observations were conducted during
classroom activities to capture students' interaction and engagement with the local-oriented
figh curriculum. Participants were interviewed to gather detailed insights. The interviews
followed an interview guide but allowed for flexibility to explore topics outside the
predefined questions. Documentation use Relevant documents, such as curriculum guides,
lesson plans, and student work samples, were reviewed to understand how local contexts are
integrated into figh education.

Data analysis involved several steps: Data Reduction, the collected data were organized
and simplified by summarizing and focusing on key themes relevant to the research
questions. Data Presentation: data were presented in narrative form, using tables and
diagrams where necessary, to illustrate the findings clearly. Conclusion Drawing, Patterns
and relationships within the data were identified to draw meaningful conclusions about the
optimization of local-oriented figh education and its impact on students’ HOTS. By
employing these methods and instruments, the research aims to provide a detailed and
nuanced understanding of the effectiveness of integrating local perspectives into figh
education in madrasah.

Madrasah Aliyah Darul Qur'an Bumiharjo-Glenmore-Banyuwangi was chosen as the
location for this research for a strong reason, namely because it has various advantages that
are relevant to the research topic. First, this madrasa is unique in its integration of religious
education and rich local values, making it an ideal place to study the application of locally-

based figh learning. Second, this madrasa shows a strong commitment to improving the
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quality of education and developing students' critical thinking skills, which is in line with the
objectives of this research. Third, this location was also chosen because of the presence of a
supportive local community, allowing researchers to directly observe the impact of
implementing the proposed learning method on student engagement and achievement. In
addition, Bumiharjo-Glenmore-Banyuwangi has cultural diversity which can provide
additional insight into how the local context can be effectively integrated into the figh
education curriculum.

Data analysis in this research uses the interactive model of Miles, Huberman and Saldana
(1994) which consists of 4 steps, namely data collection, data reduction, data presentation,
and concluding/verification. Data validity was ensured through a process of data
triangulation and review, which ensured consistency with research findings. To ensure the
accuracy of the data collected, source triangulation was carried out by cross-referencing
information from previous theories and studies related to various fields of education and
learning systems in Madrasah. Researchers conduct research from these sources thoroughly
to verify the accuracy of the data collected. Next, a comparison was made between the data
collected and observations obtained through interviews, as well as documents related to
learning patterns and the development of Islamic boarding schools. This approach
strengthens the strength and reliability of the research findings.

RESULT AND DISCUSSION
Result

The research results show that optimizing figh education with a local perspective
improves higher-order thinking skills in Madrasah as follows.
Local Context Integration

Integrating local context is an indicator for achieving higher-order thinking skills in
madrasah. As stated by Muh Wafi the Head of Madrasah Aliyah Darul Qur'an "the concept
of integrating local context applied in Madrasahs must be following the subject matter, by
linking the subject matter to students' daily lives in their environment can increase their
involvement and understanding. For example, teachers can invite students to explore and
analyze religious practices in their community, such as the way local people carry out zakat,
alms, or other local traditions related to Islamic law." in line with Ali Fatkhu's explanation as
a figh subject teacher that "integrating local context helps students see the relevance of lesson
material to their real lives so that they are more motivated to think critically and analytically.
For example, on the topic of zakat, students can be given the task of identifying the types of
assets that must be zakat in their community and how the procedures for collecting and
distributing zakat are carried out."

The informant's statement above shows that integrating local context in learning at

madrasah has proven effective in improving students' higher-order thinking skills. By relating
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lesson material to everyday life and the environment around them, students become more
involved and understand the material better. Concrete examples include students being able
to carry out direct observations and interviews with local religious figures to understand how
these practices are carried out and how figh laws are applied in that context. Thus, integrating
local context to improve higher-order thinking skills at Madrasah Aliyah Darul Qur'an. This
research not only enriches the student learning process but also makes a positive contribution
to the local community.

Figure 1. Integration of local context

integration of local context

STUDENT CRITICAL RELEVANCE OF ENVIRONMENTAL
ENGAGEMENT THINKING ABILITY STUDY MATERIAL AWARENESS

AThe level of student tudents' ability tudents can see the
articipation In activit y ot In-dept relationship between aware !
nalysis of informati t atte e ental issue
they oblain from th taug 1 their dally that arise fron
environment contex

From the picture above, it shows that integration of the local context includes student

involvement, namely the level of student participation in activities related to the local context.
Critical Thinking Ability, namely the ability of students to carry out in-depth analysis of the
information they obtain from the local context. The relevance of lesson material is the extent
to which students can see the relationship between the lesson material taught and their daily
lives in the local environment. And finally, Environmental Awareness, namely the level of
student awareness of environmental issues that arise from integrating the local context. Thus,
these indicators show the effectiveness and impact of integrating local context in improving
higher-order thinking skills in madrasah.
Interactive Learning

Interactive learning is included in the indicators of Optimizing figh education with a
local perspective to improve higher-order thinking skills in Madrasah. explained by Faiz
Fachriyan deputy head of the madrasah that "Madrasahs are starting to implement interactive
learning in figh lessons with a local perspective approach by trying to link figh material with
local context and culture so that students can more easily understand and apply these
teachings in everyday life" . And another perspective from Ali Fatkhu that "a significant
increase in students' higher order thinking skills (HOTS) abilities is not only able to
memorize and understand the basic concepts of figh, but also able to analyze, evaluate, and
create solutions to the problems they encounter, they become more critical in thinking and
able to make wise decisions based on in-depth understanding.”

From the informant's statement above, it can be concluded that the application of

interactive learning with a local perspective in figh lessons at madrasah has had a significant

Edusaintek: Jurnal Pendidikan, Sains dan Teknologi Vol. 11 (4) 2024 | 2279



Optimizing Figh Education with A Local Insight To Improve Higher-Order Thinking Skills ...

positive impact which not only allows students to more easily understand and apply figh
teachings in their cultural context, but also improves their ability to think at a higher level.
high (higher-order thinking skills). Students become more critical, able to analyze, evaluate
and create solutions to the various problems they face, and can make wise decisions based
on a deep understanding of the material being studied. Thus, this research not only improves
the quality of Islamic jurisprudence education but also prepares students to face challenges
in real life more prepared and competent.

Collaborative Problem Solving

Collaborative problem solving is also included in the indicators for achievement
Optimizing figh education with a local perspective to improve higher-order thinking skills in
Madrasah. As stated by Ali Fatkhu, "local insight in the context of figh education means
incorporating the values, traditions and religious practices that exist in the local community
into the figh curriculum which covers various aspects such as customs, worship habits and
relevant local wisdom with Islamic teachings”. And muh wafi said that "by including local
insights, it is hoped that students can more easily relate the theories they learn to real
situations around them which will encourage them to think critically, analyze and evaluate
information in more depth." In addition, they will also be invited to design solutions that are
relevant to their local context, which is part of HOTS skills. One example is when discussing
zakat. Teachers not only teach general theories about zakat but also invite students to see how
zakat is applied in communities and stakeholders.

It can be understood from the informant's statement above that collaborative problem-
solving is an important indicator in optimizing local-oriented jurisprudence education in
madrasah to improve students' higher-order thinking Skills (HOTS). By incorporating local
religious values, traditions and practices into the curriculum, students can more easily relate
theory to real situations around them. This encourages them to think critically, analyze and
evaluate information in depth, and design solutions that are relevant to the local context. An
example of its application is in discussing zakat, where the teacher teaches theory while
inviting students to see its application in the community and involving local stakeholders.

Table 2. Collaborative problem-solving indicators
indicator implementation

Active Student Involvement Students are actively involved in group discussions to solve
complex problems related to figh material, such as the
application of zakat law in their local context.

Use of Local Resources Teachers integrate the values, traditions and religious
practices of local communities in figh learning, allowing
students to relate theory to real situations around them.
Stakeholder Engagement Learning involves local stakeholders in discussions of topics
such as zakat, allowing students to see the practical
implications of the theory learned and design relevant

solutions.
Solution-Oriented ~ Collaboration | Students learn to work together to find the best solution to
and Discussion the problem at hand, appreciate each other's contributions
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and achieve deeper understanding through group
discussions.

The table above shows that collaborative problem-solving can be resolved with several
indicators which include active student involvement, use of local resources, stakeholder
involvement, collaboration and solution-oriented discussions. With this in mind, these
indicators not only measure students' level of participation in collaborative problem-solving
but also describe their ability to use higher-order thinking skills to apply knowledge to real
or everyday life contexts.

Critical Literacy Development

The development of critical literacy is an important indicator for achieving higher-order
thinking skills (HOTS) in Madrasah. As Fatkhu stated, "The importance of developing
critical literacy in Islamic jurisprudence learning in madrasah is not only to understand
Islamic jurisprudence texts literally but also to interpret deeper meanings which can help
them develop high-level thinking skills (HOTS) which are very much needed in solving
problems. everyday life. Next, several students inMadrasah Aliyah Darul Qur'an Bumiharjo-
Glenmore-Banyuwangi said that "the experience of studying figh with a critical literacy
approach is not only learning about Islamic laws but also how to apply them in real life. Class
discussions became more lively, and we often discussed various views and opinions.”
Therefore, integrating local insights into learning figh has also been proven to make the
material more relevant and interesting for students.

The following is the informant's statement, which can be concluded that developing
critical literacy is very important to achieve higher-order thinking skills (HOTS) in madrasah.
Critical literacy in figh learning allows students to not only understand figh texts literally but
also interpret deeper meanings, helping them develop the higher-order thinking skills needed
to solve everyday problems. The experience of students at Madrasah Aliyah Darul Qur'an
Bumiharjo-Glenmore-Banyuwangi shows that a critical literacy approach makes learning
figh more lively and relevant to real life. In addition, the integration of local insights in figh
learning makes the material more interesting and meaningful for students, thus supporting
the development of HOTS effectively.

Discussion

Based on the research results above integrating local context in learning at a madrasah
has great potential to improve higher-order thinking skills. By utilizing local wisdom,
students can more easily relate learning material to their daily lives, which in turn triggers
curiosity and analytical skills (Munawwaroh 2024). In Islamic jurisprudence subjects at
madrasah, integrating local context can improve higher-order thinking skills by linking
theory with real practice in the community (Falah et al. 2023; Abdullah, Annisah, and

Baharun 2023). For example, students can study the implementation of zakat in their
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environment through observations and interviews, and then compare it with the theory
learned in class (Harmonis, Amir, and ... 2021; Baek and Lim 2024). This discussion hones
students' critical, analytical and evaluative thinking skills, and makes learning more relevant
and meaningful (Zhang et al. 2024). In this way, students not only understand the theory of
jurisprudence but also see its application in everyday life, thereby encouraging them to
become more critical and active learners.

Not only that, interactive learning in madrasah shows significant results in improving
students' higher-order thinking skills (HOTS) (Shabur and Siddiki 2024). With an approach
that links figh material to local context and culture, students become more involved and
interested in the learning process (Hasanah et al. 2024; Seo, Park, and Koo 2024). This
interactive learning encourages students to not only memorize and understand basic concepts,
but also to analyze, evaluate, and create solutions to various problems (Wibowo and Hasanah
2021). This can be seen from the increase in students' critical abilities in evaluating
information and making wise decisions based on in-depth understanding (Mubhith et al. 2023).
Active interaction between teachers and students, as well as between students and each other,
also enriches discussions and collaborative learning (Abdullah et al. 2023). Thus, the
application of interactive learning has proven effective in preparing students to face future
challenges with better higher-order thinking skills.

Collaborative problem-solving has also proven effective in improving higher-order
thinking Skills (HOTS) in madrasah (de Beer et al. 2023). By encouraging students to work
together in understanding and solving complex problems related to figh material, it is
possible to share knowledge and perspectives, thereby enriching their understanding of the
material.(Enas and Noviana 2022; Nadya et al. 2023). Additionally, this collaboration hones
students' analytical, evaluative, and synthesis skills, which are key components of HOTS
(Hidayati and Choiriyah 2024). By incorporating elements of local insight into the learning
process, students can relate theory to real practice in their environment, which increases their
relevance and engagement in learning (Trisilia, Munjiat, and Hussen 2022). For example, in
discussions about zakat, students not only learn theory, but also explore how zakat is
implemented in their communities, involve local stakeholders, and look for solutions to
increase the effectiveness of zakat implementation.

The development of critical literacy at Madrasah Aliyah Darul Qur'an aims to improve
students' higher-order thinking skills (HOTS) (Pellikka et al. 2024; Hidayat et al. 2023).
Critical literacy helps students not only understand figh texts literally, but also interpret
deeper meanings (Nurhartanto 2023; Sanjani 2024). This approach makes students more
active in class discussions, strengthening their ability to argue and solve complex problems

(Cynthia and Sihotang 2023). Student experiences show increased engagement and deep
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understanding in discussions, proving the effectiveness of critical literacy in developing

essential HOTS to face the challenges of everyday life.

CONCLUSION

The conclusion of research regarding optimizing local-oriented figh education to

improve higher-order thinking skills (HOTS) at Madrasah Aliyah Darul Qur'an Bumiharjo-
Glenmore-Banyuwangi shows that the integration of local context in figh learning can
significantly improve students' higher-order thinking skills. Therefore, students not only
understand the subject matter more easily but are also better able to analyze, evaluate and
create solutions to the various problems they face. Locally-based learning has also been
proven to increase students' active participation and make the learning process more
meaningful and relevant to their daily lives. This research emphasizes the importance of
implementing teaching strategies that are contextual and relevant to the surrounding
environment to improve the quality of education in madrasahs, especially in the development
of HOTS.
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